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Jette and A. B. Aylesworth of Canada. Roosevelt's atti-
tude toward this tribunal and its possible outcome was
frankly set forth in a letter that he wrote to Justice Oliver
Wendell Holmes, who at the time was in England and had
sent to Eoosevelt an account of a conversation that he had
had on the subject with the Et. Hon. Joseph Chamberlain
of the British Cabinet. As Eoosevelt's letter is of histori-
cal value in showing the direct methods which he habitually
employed in diplomatic matters, it is here reproduced in
full:

Personal.

OYSTER BAY, N. Y.,

July 25, 1905
My dear Judge Holmes:

I thank you very much for your letter, which I thorough-
ly enjoyed. There is one point on which I think I ought to
give you full information, in view of Chamberlain's remark
to you. This is about the Alaska boundary matter, and if
you happen to meet Chamberlain again you are entirely at
liberty to tell him what I say, although of course it must
be privately and unofficially. Nothing but my very earnest
desire to get on well with England and my reluctance to
come to a break made me consent to this appointment of a
Joint Commission in this case; for I regard the attitude of
Canada, which England has backed, as having the scantest
possible warrant in justice. However, there were but two
alternatives. Either I could appoint a commission and
give a chance for agreement; or I could do as I shall of
course do in case this commission fails, and request Con-
gress to. make an appropriation which will enable me to
run the boundary on my own hook. As regards most of
Great Britain's claim, there is not, in my judgment, enough
to warrant so much as a consideration by the United States;
and if it were not that there are two or three lesser points
on which there is doubt, I could not, even for the object I
have mentioned, have consented to appoint a commission.
The claim of the Canadians for access to deep water along
any part of the Canadian coast is just exactly as inde-